Spotlight on Albany... 1976

Being a roving trans journalist in the 1970s took
me to many interesting and exotic places,
including ... Albany, New York. At that time,
Albany had a very active chapter of the TVIC
group (Transvestite Independence Club) run by
Wilma and Helen Thordsen. They hosted
monthly meetings for trans folks in their home,
usually in their well-appointed family room/bar.
They had quite a following, and it wasn’t
unusual to have 15-20 trans folks there on any
given night. Members came from all over New
York State, New England, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and Canada. They kept their
members and friends informed by publishing a
monthly newsletter, the TVIC Journal. It was a
chatty, informative, and funny publication, and |
am very glad that copies have been digitized
and made available at the Digital Transgender
Archive.
https://www.digitaltransgenderarchive.net/

Getting there for me was a haul, made easy by
Wilma Sharman, an older trans friend of mine. |  Figure 1. Pam, Kathy and Elanda at TVIC

would bus from Philly or New Jersey into

Manhattan, where Wilma would pick me up, and we would drive to Albany. It always seemed like a holy
trek to me, like a pilgrimage to a holy site to
meet my tribe. Crossdressers would either stay in
a motel nearby where they might change into
their finery and then make their way to Wilma
and Helen’s cozy abode for a meal, some
camaraderie, some music, some liquid libations,
and most importantly, the sharing of
experiences, rumors, and news... It's how we
connected before these internet days.

TVIC was an offshoot of Virginia Prince’s FPE (Full
Personality Expression) group. The FPE had a lot
Figure 2. Andrea Malick at TVIC of rules and regulations, and tended to attract

more affluent, middle- and older aged
“heterosexual transvestites.” FPE was not an open and welcoming place for younger, poorer, and
transsexual individuals. Conversely, TVIC pitched a big tent that welcomed any and all of us on the trans
spectrum.



https://www.digitaltransgenderarchive.net/

Figure 3. A very travel-exhausted Sandy Mesics (left) with Pam Nolan at TVIC.

In 1975-76 | visited Albany TVIC on a few occasions, usually along with Wilma Sharman, but also to
rendezvous with Ariadne Kane, Pam Nolan, and Andrea Malick. | made some amazing friends there, and
was so impressed with what they were doing, | wrote a piece about TVIC Albany in Female Impersonator
News. Fortunately, a copy of my article survives, reprinted in the TVIC Journal.

| can’t say that | ever became a “regular” at Wilma and Helen’s, but | got there when | could, and even
after almost 50 years, | still think fondly of that group. As | was one of the youngest folks who attended
TVIC Albany, I’'m probably one of the few who survive to tell about it. | am so glad that the Digital Trans
Archive has preserved many of their newsletters... they are quaint, informative, and worth a read.
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A try ca sped thiough the
seemingly endiess ribbon of asphak
commonly krown 25 e New Yok
Thruwary, winding as a snake Fom
he cuy w the fothills of the
Catskills, my mind dristed to all the
unusual places wher g cros soves sers
have congregated, forming, as it
ware, amobile subadiure . It seenss
thee almest every week, the scene
changes — ome weekend g s
Altany, the nexsy, Hirdad, some-
times Philade b his, Wash or
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That this was the right thing 1o do
v peoven by tme, with the
Secline of FPE, and the rise of the
Abany group

The next attilation came wih
Jamie TVIC. To this day,
the Abany still bears the
TVIC thle, even though the nationg]
organzation has faded Into obliv.
lon. beset by troubles, financlal and
otherwise. From here, the Albany
Woup embraced a wide arlety of
Individuals: transsexsals and

perhaps the Jersey Shom

Crossdressers seem 1o rely upon
their cus as Much as women's
chthing 10 express themsé{yes,
Tinding sclace in numbers greaser
Than ene. Catherings of TVs have
occured In 4 varety of places,
seme likely, otlers Lowsual, apar-
ments in CRies, homes b the
country, famg  cutof sexson e
sort aress, and bars. Thery is a
certaln bieed of TV who finds
solace and in mesting
wib others 1o sit and chae.

One of the mainstays of he
yansvestre socil nework for
Almom twenty yeas has teen the
Albany TVIC grewp. This is one

monthly gathering that has with
stoed al the forces that contribuse
w0 the demise of other such sochl
groups. The Albany goup Is w
sable, & has even outhstad the
national crganzaions that it has
been atilated with aver the years

Originally, he group’s nuclkus
started in the heyday of Virginia
Prince’s FPE erganization for het.
orosewal tansvesins. A few of
the eriginal group ill linger, but
as e national FFE group ha
faded into a mare wo or three
clardemine chapeers, Abany grew
and blessomed ¥ was clear hat
there would Lon come a pating of
the ways.

FPE is atype o weial soroeky
that has a very r Rid structre ang
set of laws. Members had % e
soeered Orior o joiming, and
RUSS 31 meetings were frialy
forbidden except Tor & few Oxcep-
tions Croup meetings were seae-
tive, and blackballing members for
Mpcoper behavior was common
practice, ltwas dearly ay i

u sts as well o hatero-
sexual TVS, and al ware enriched
from he mingling of thesa dverse
ndiiduals

That hasbeen fve years ago, tut
the tires of dedication and service
1l burnin the howrtsof Helen and
Wilma , who have taken
ower fve hundred qosscressers of

Al types bto ther homes and ino
teir bearts. Whete many would
have grown weary of carryin g this
burden Tor 50 many yers, his
remarkable couple has thrived oo
such 2 social milies.

Fame of he Albany group has
spread threugh the years, mainly
through word of mouth, Members
conssantly bring in new TVs, whe
R10w and muture 10 eeir Semininity
within the greupand, in teen, bring

in more tedglings. It is almos

impossible not to leam something

2 e of these geroaethars, as the |

older members share thelr wisdom
and experncet with ther young
ssters. Al the same fime, the
youngsters 2ddew he tatal vib mncy
and energy of the RrOUp CONSCion 5-
pess,

This constant give and take,
combined with the hsting friend-
shps hat ae from
within this group, make # coe of
the most valable wchl and
karning mileus avalldble © the
crossdessa. Albany has become
e mecca of the crossdresser
world, and many TVs hawe made
that long, arcueus journey from the

doset to hat tiny casis In upstate -

New York.

The newslenar published by the
group isa gan in s simplicRy; fve
or six mimeogaphed pages com-
plete with typokraphical errors and

tion that had iss own eventual doom
bult into s gevarning polices.
When the ineviable 3plie came

between e Altuny dapter and
FPE, there were 1o haud feelings.
Times had changed and the gioup
tek withed under the rigid rules.
Like a thwer needing o reach for
the sun and besswn, Abany
needed 1o reach oL and embrace
@her people who did not necessar-
Wy agree with the dictums of FPE.

carwons dipped | "
dmost radates e wammth tha
emanates from the heans of Helen
andWilma, & |5 malledto membars
al over the world, may of whom
will never be able 0 awnd a
meeting in Perion, byt who take
solace in knowing that Albany TVIC
is there. One can almost get e
vicarious feding of the goup by
wading thio ugh the newsietter
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The momhly mestings are con
cucted with decorun . | was warmly
greeted by Wima  herself, an
wanhy, unbwing person who
mnced o words, but pas an
Intimas  rappoct with  all the
Members of the goup As |
weched her satng in hey amasy
chair duing the meerings, | culd
oe din wpression of satistaction on
her Goe < aimost @ feeling of
faherly pride as he wanhes his
hidren maueing betore him |
learned that Wilma is 2 bus drjver
by profession, and | manvel at he
" dous amourt of pad;
man must have. g

And then themw s Helen Wi
ma’s wonderful wite. She might be
Considered he den moder of the.
Nroup, as she lissens (o (e
members’ problems and ofers an
oCasional word o advice o
encouraganens. She wlls e thar
she tabsg peicke in her Rreup and
that through the yeurs,
has been well behaved
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