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Shannon has just moved to San Jose, and wants to know about the 
local 'J.'S community, where the doctors are, where to shop, and 
where to get electrolysis. Rita is traveling to PhiladelIitia 
soon on business, and is arranging a date with Chris. 
·Sweetie· in Washing D. C. has a torr id romance going on with 
Roger in Milwaukee. Nora is a NEW York City TS, looking for a 
roommate to share her apartment. They are all doing this on 
high-tech' 90s fashion--using their home computers and modems. 

This whole new dimension in interpersonal communication came as 
a pleasant surprise to me recently, when I added a modem to my 
home computer. t'~ empl<!{er gave it to me in the hopes, no 
doubt, that I would wor k at home as well as the office, and 
commute to work via modem. After I hooked it up and got 
acquainted with the software to run it, I began exploring local 
BBSs (Buletin Board Systems). There are at least 450 BBSs 
nationwide, ana most dties have one or more of these local 
BBSs, mal!i of whim are free of marge, or carry 10lJi yearly 
fees. They are run I¥ amateurs, hOlJiever, and because of thi s 
there is always a mance that a given BBS will be here today 
and gone to.llorrow. 

fI'..any of the BBSs serve specific interest groups: genealogy, 
Apple Users, mil users, programmers, ecol0I3Y, astronomy, 
science, coin collecting, sports, games, etc. But of interest 
to the TS are the BBS services that serve sexual minorities, 
like gays, lesbians, and transvestites and transsexuals. On 
the BBSs, individuals can chat with one another, or leave 
pr ivate messages or messages to all persons on the BBS. In 
sane ways its Ii ke a teleIitone party line; a great networ king 
tool. 

In order to take part in a bulletin board, you need a computer, 
modem, ana software. The type of co.llputer isn't really 
important. Modems come in a var iety of transmission speeds: 
300, 1200, 2400, and 9600 baud. Without getting techni cal, the 
Baud r ate determines the speed at whim your computer 
communicates with the host cooputer. NOIJia day s, most people are 
communicating at either 1200 or 2400 baud. For all but the 
heavy-duty computer ner a, thi sis more than ade:;ruate. 

Then you will need software to handle the modem and the 
communications: two of the more common programs are Procomm 
and Crosstalk. These progra,lls operate toe modem, and can be 
prograill:lled to place calls automatically. 
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Once you are set up, the next step is to find a local BBS. 
This can take sane research, and sane Iilone calls to local 
computer dealers. Talk with them, and sooner or later you will 
connect. Then it's just a matter of finding a BBS with an 
adul t sexually-or iented board. When you join such a BBS, you 
may be re}uired to fill out an application for full access to 
the board and membership is usually a nominal $10 or $30 a 
year. Once on tJ:1e RHS, you can read messages and reply to the 
ones you are interested in. Or, you can leave a "Hello, I am 
new to the board· message. Checking ba.ck in a few days, you 
just might find a reply. 

So, if you want to connect with other TSs around the country. 
swap information or just have a philosophi cal conversation. try 
out the computer BBSs. It is true that you can 00 the same 
through publications, personal ads, and teleIilones, but if you 
have access to computer equipnent, either through work or an 
unlimited hane canputer budget, going on-line can be a fun way 
to share the TS experience. Next time you-re on-line. look for 
me! 

SANDY MESICS IS A GRAPHIC DESIGNER. FROM 1974 TO 1980 SHE WAS 
EDITOR AT NEPTUNE PROIJJCTIQlS, lIND PUBLISHER OF IMllGE 
MllGAZ INE. SHE LIVfS IN FLffiIm WITH HER LIFE PARTNER, AND IN 
HER SPARE TIME IS RfSTORING A 1957 OnVy. 
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Dear Phoe be: 

I have read the TS Voice for several years. I have S(}iJle 
suggestions and sane things I'd li ke to see feat ured or coverea 
in articles. One thing is this voice operation by the doctor 
in Beverly Hills. Living in California, I've heard of him 
before and I remember when the pr ice was a reasonable $1500 for 
the operation. I've also heard rumors that sane of his 
operations have ba.ck-fired. I heard a story about one person 
who had the operation and actually ended up with a deeper 
voice. Do you think we could get a list or survey of his 
patients? Woula any of his patients give a testimonial? What 
is the success rate? Does he have before and after tapes 
available? 

SQ'JIething I'd reillly like to see is a list with names and 
addresses of all the places wher.e we could go for a sex-change 
operation. Maybe even some sort of rating about them. It's 
one thing to pick out a name and it's another thing to know 
that there are a group of others like us who have nad a good 
experience with a particular clinic and ooctor. It's my life 
and retaiment of sexual sensitivity is important to me and I'm 
sure many others li ke me. I've heard of various places 
throughout the northern hemisIilere but I oon't have any 
specific adaresses to contact. I have been living as a wanan 3 
years now and I' m well prepilred to become fully who I am. But 
where do I go? Ja~ui 
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